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THE DYEING INDUSTRY

Fabrik stated that the quantity of indigo produced
annually in their factory would require the cultivation of
more than a quarter of a million acres of land in the home
of the indigo plant. It has been prophesied that natural
indigo will be as dead as madder in a few years' time,
yet we find it has to some extent held its position in the
East, and various Commissions have tried to improve the
cultivation in order to increase the production. But
there is obviously a limit to which the production can be
improved, for plant life does not admit of the thorough
comprehension that operations in a colour works do,
and the producers of synthetic indigo have the price of
indigo and production very much in their own hands.
The crippling of the synthetic indigo industry by the
war has been turned to account by the British and Indian
press as an occasion to revive interest in the restoration
of the natural production. The movement to break the
German synthetic indigo monopoly was started in London
three years ago, but despite all efforts the vegetable dye
failed to make headway. Many dyers and consumers
would have lent their support to the restoration of the
natural industry, but the crop season was too far advanced
to secure an increased output in the near future. In fact,
the area under cultivation in India in 1914 was 20 per
cent less than the previous year. In 1895-96 exports
reached their maximum at 187,337 cwt.; in 1902-3,
a period following the establishment of the synthetic
industry in Europe, the exports fell to 65,337 cwt.; while
in 1912-13 they only reached 11,857 cwt. The United
Kingdom has been most faithful among the principal con-
suming countries to retain the natural dye, although the
country's requirements have been steadily curtailed.
Among the strongest merits of the artificial dye were its
more uniform character and the easier methods of using
it. Moreover, the percentage of indigotin in the natural
article was found difficult to determine. Wool takes more
readily to the natural dye, but while the artificial article
does not yield quite so bright an effect, its colour is con-
stant. To encourage the development of the natural
industry two proposals have been made : (1) to subsidise
the industry in India, and (2) to restore the obligatory